
Agenda Item 6 

CITY OF YUBA CITY 
STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Item 6 

 
Date: May 5, 2020 
 
To: Honorable Mayor & Members of the City Council 
 
From: Public Works Department 
 
Presentation by: Diana Langley, Interim City Manager 
 
 
Summary 
 
Subject: Feather River West Levee – Grant of Easements to the Sutter Butte Flood 

Control Agency 
 
Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an Easement Deed 

granting easements requested by SBFCA for operations and maintenance 
of the Feather River West Levee Project facilities on City-owned property. 

 
Fiscal Impact: Minimal staff time to execute and record documents.  
    
  
 
Purpose: 
 
To provide necessary flood control to the residents of Yuba City and Sutter County through the 
operation and maintenance of the Feather River West Levee. 
 
Background: 
 
The Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency (SBFCA) is in the process of acquiring necessary 
easements from government-owned parcels within the Feather River West Levee Project to 
properly allow maintenance and operation of these newly constructed facilities. Since these are 
government-owned parcels, SBFCA (representing the Sacramento San Joaquin Drainage District 
[SSJDD]) is only requesting an easement over the parcels for levee operation and maintenance 
purposes. Currently, Levee District 1 of Sutter County (LD1) performs the levee operation and 
maintenance in this area, although it has no formal land right to be on the subject properties to 
perform its duties. The easements will be transferred to SSJDD, who in turn will transfer the 
operations and maintenance duties to LD1. SBFCA is taking this approach with all government-
owned property within the levee areas in both Butte and Sutter Counties.  
 
Analysis: 
 
Exhibits showing the City properties that are subject to this request for a grant of easement are 
attached to this staff report, along with the Grant of Easement. Granting these easement will allow 
LD1 to perform its required operations and maintenance of the recently constructed Feather River 
West Levee Project, which is critical to providing necessary flood control to the residents of Yuba 
City and Sutter County. SBFCA requests, and staff recommends, that our City Council grant the 
easements and authorize the Mayor to execute the necessary easement documents on behalf of 
the City.  



 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
There will be very minimal staff time involved with executing and recording the Grant of Easement. 
 
Alternatives: 
 
Direct staff to modify the easement documents, if desired. 
 
Recommendation: 
 

Adopt a resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an Easement Deed granting easements 
requested by SBFCA for operations and maintenance of the Feather River West Levee Project 
facilities on City-owned property. 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Resolution 
2. Exhibit Maps (9 pages) 
3. Easement Deed (28 pages) 

 
 
Prepared by:      Submitted by: 
 
/s/ Kevin Bradford   /s/ Diana Langley 

Kevin Bradford  Diana Langley 
Deputy Public Works Director – Engineering  Interim City Manager 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 

Department Head DL 
 

Finance Director SM 
 

City Attorney SLC by email 



 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 



 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YUBA CITY 
 APPROVING AN EASEMENT DEED FOR THE GRANTING OF CERTAIN 

EASEMENTS TO THE SUTTER BUTTE FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY FOR THE FEATHER 
RIVER WEST LEVEE PROJECT 

  
WHEREAS, the City owns certain parcels within the Feather River West Levee Project area on 
which levees have or will be constructed; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency (SBFCA) is in the process of acquiring 
necessary easements from government-owned parcels within the Feather River West Levee 
Project to properly allow maintenance and operation of levees and related facilities; and  

  
WHEREAS, as these facilities will be located on property owned by the City, SBFCA 
(representing the Sacramento San Joaquin Drainage District [SSJDD]) is not requesting the 
land in fee, but is instead requesting an easement over the parcels for operation and 
maintenance of the levee facilities; and  

  
WHEREAS, currently Levee District 1 of Sutter County (LD1) performs the levee operation and 
maintenance in this area, although the District has no formal legal right at this time to access the 
City’s properties in order for the District to perform its duties; and  

  
WHEREAS, it is the intent and desire of the City to grant easements to SBFCA, acting on behalf 
of SSJDD, who in turn will transfer operation and maintenance duties to LD1, and who will also 
make use of the granted easements;  

  
WHEREAS, the granting of such easements on these City-owned properties is in the public 
interest, and will provide for the projection of public health, safety, and welfare from threats of 
flood or inundation from the Feather River. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Yuba City does resolve as follows: 

  
1. The City Council finds that the mere transfer of easements to the Sutter Butte 

Flood Control Agency is not a “project” for the purposes of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   

 
2. The City Council approves the grant of easements to Sutter Butte Flood Control 

Agency as more particularly in the “Easement Deed” attached hereto.  The Mayor 
is authorized and directed to execute an Easement Deed consistent with the 
material terms attached hereto, subject to approval as to legal form by the City 
Attorney.   Further, the Mayor is authorized and directed to take any other action 
necessary to effectuate the granting of said easements, including the execution of 
any agreement, deed, acknowledgment, or other document, subject to approval 
by the City Attorney as to legal form.   

 
The foregoing resolution was duly and regularly introduced, passed, and adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Yuba City at a regular meeting thereof held on the 5th day of May 2020. 
 

***** 
 



 

AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 

   
 Shon Harris, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
  
Judy Sanchez, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
COUNSEL FOR YUBA CITY: 

 
 
 

   
Shannon Chaffin, City Attorney 

Aleshire & Wynder, LLP 
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RECORDING REQUESTED BY: 

Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 

WHEN RECORDED RETURN TO: 

Bender Rosenthal, Inc. 
2825 Watt Avenue, Suite 200 
Sacramento, California 95821 

 

 

 

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE ONLY 

The undersigned declare(s): 
Documentary Transfer Tax: $0 

No property transfer tax due.  R.T.C. § 11922 

No recording fees due.  G.C. § 27383. 

  

 

EASEMENT DEED Feather River West Levee  
 APN 23-040-050, 23-040-077, 55-180-080, 1996-

17272, 1997-01075, City Park, 52-490-002, 52-490-
003, Webb Street, 439 O.R. 526, 210 O.R. 310, 51-
530-022, 51-530-023 & 2001-0016316 

 
 
 
CITY OF YUBA CITY (“Grantor”) GRANTS to the SUTTER BUTTE FLOOD CONTROL 
AGENCY (“Agency”), a public joint powers authority, and its successors and assignees, an 
exclusive perpetual easement in, on, over, along, across and beneath that certain real property in the 
County of Sutter, State of California, described in Exhibit A-1 through A-12, hereinafter called the 
"Easement Area." 
 
1. The rights herein acquired by the Agency include without limitation: 
 
 a. The Agency may use the Easement Area to construct, operate, maintain, inspect, 
repair, reconstruct and improve flood control works, which shall include, but not be limited to, 
access, haul, and patrol roads, levees, embankments, berms, cut off walls and relief wells 
(hereinafter collectively referred to as "Flood Control Works").   
 
 b. The Agency may use the Easement Area to operate and maintain any Flood Control 
Works in conformity with the Code of Federal Regulations, Corps of Engineers' Standard Operation 
and Maintenance Manual, and State of California Standards, as the standards may be revised from 
time to time. 
 
 c. Agency may temporarily or permanently clear and remove from the Easement Area 
any and all natural or artificial obstructions, improvements, trees and vegetation necessary for 
construction, operation, maintenance, inspection, repair, reconstruction and improvement of Flood 
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Control Works and for the purpose of emergency flood fights.  This provision does not apply to the 
Grantor’s existing facilities. 
 
 d. Agency may temporarily or permanently place or deposit in the Easement Area 
earth, debris, sediment, or other materials, including materials placed or deposited necessary for the 
construction, operation, maintenance, repair, reconstruction and improvement of Flood Control 
Works and for the purpose of emergency flood fights.  
 
 e. Agency may excavate and remove from the Easement Area earth, debris, sediment, 
or other material for the construction, operation, maintenance, repair, reconstruction and 
improvement of Flood Control Works and for the purpose of emergency flood fights. 
 
 f. Agency may locate or relocate roads and public utility facilities of Agency or others 
within the Easement Area. 
 
 g. Agency may allow for the flowage of waters and materials across the Easement Area 
that may result in erosion.   
 
 h. Agency shall be permitted to make the rights provided under this easement available 
to other flood control entities responsible for flood fighting and for the construction, operation, 
maintenance, inspection, repair, reconstruction and improvement of Flood Control Works. 
 
 i. Agency may restrict any use by others which may interfere with any of the uses 
listed herein or any use necessary or incidental thereto and may exclude trespassers.  
 
2. Agency and its successors and assigns, without limitations, shall exercise the rights granted 
herein in a manner that minimizes obstructions of public roadways.  Any obstructions of public 
roadways must be temporary and shall be no longer than reasonably necessary under the 
circumstances. 
 
3. The Grantor, its successors and assigns, without limitations, are precluded from performing 
the following activities in the Easement Area: 
 
 a. Constructing structures or improvements without approval of an encroachment 
permit from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board. 
 
 b.  Storing any materials or debris. 
 
 c. Erecting any fences which limit the otherwise permissible activities of the Agency. 
 
 d. Exploring, extracting, removing, drilling, mining, or operating through the surface or 
upper 100 feet of the subsurface to obtain an interest in any materials, including oil and gas.  This 
provision does not apply to the Grantor exploring, drilling or operating groundwater wells pursuant 
to a permit from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board.  
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4. The Easement Area may be used by Grantor for roadways, open space, agricultural, and 
recreational purposes which do not interfere with the purposes of the easement as described herein.  
 
5. The provisions hereof shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the Grantor and the 
Agency and their respective successors and assigns. 

 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this easement this ______ day of 
_________________, 2020. 
 
 
GRANTOR 
 
CITY OF YUBA CITY 
 
 
  
Signature 
 
 
  
Title 
 
 
Date:   
 
 
Certificate of Acceptance: 
 
This is to certify that the interest in real property conveyed by this 
Easement Deed from CITY OF YUBA CITY to the SUTTER BUTTE 
FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY, is hereby accepted on behalf of the 
SUTTER BUTTE FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY conferred by the 
Board of Directors of said AGENCY in Resolution Number 2012-01 
adopted on January 11, 2012, and the Agency consents to recordation 
thereof by its duly authorized officer. 
 
 
Dated _____ By _________________________ 
 Michael W. Bessette 
 Executive Director 
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EXHIBIT A-1 
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EXHIBIT A-2 
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EXHIBIT A-3 
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EXHIBIT A-4 
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EXHIBIT A-5 
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EXHIBIT A-6 
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EXHIBIT A-7 
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EXHIBIT A-8 
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EXHIBIT A-9 
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EXHIBIT A-10 

 



23 

 

1558265v2    



24 

 

1558265v2    



25 

 

1558265v2    

 



26 

 

1558265v2    

EXHIBIT A-11 
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EXHIBIT A-12 
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